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United Methodist Congregation Observes New Holy Week Holiday by Calling 
for Fossil Fuel Divestment 

SEATTLE, WA — Valley and Mountain Fellowship invites faith communities 
nationwide to celebrate Table Turning Monday on April 14, 2014 by challenging 
religious institutions to divest from fossil fuel companies and reinvest in clean energy. 
This new holiday incorporates Jesus’s emphasis on social justice into Holy Week, the 
most important week of the year in the Christian calendar.   

"Jesus wasn't crucified just because he said he was the Son of God," states Rev. John 
Helmiere, creator of Table Turning Monday and convener of Valley and Mountain 
Fellowship. "He was crucified when he took a public stand against political and religious 
corruption that hurt the poor."  

Table Turning Monday recalls the day after Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, when he 
overturned the tables of the vendors and lenders in the Temple. In doing so, he rebuked 
the ways in which religious leaders colluded with the political powers of the day.  Now 
churches use this day to advocate for economic and environmental justice causes.  

This year, participants will demonstrate in a fossil fuel divestment rally at Seattle 
University, write letters to religious pension funds calling for divestment from fossil fuels 
and reinvestment in clean energy, host conversation groups, make plans for discussing 
divestment on Earth Day Sunday, and more. Resources are available at the Table Turning 
Monday website, www.tableturning.org. Partners include Divest Seattle University, The 
Pacific Northwest Conference of The United Methodist Church, Fossil Free UMC, and 
GreenFaith. 

The holiday was first celebrated in 2011 by Valley and Mountain Fellowship, a United 
Methodist Church in Seattle. Previous actions have included organizing groups of people 
to move their money from large, unaccountable banks to local credit unions, and 
demonstrating against unfair lending practices by banks.  

For more information, contact Rev. John Helmiere at john@valleyandmountain.org. 
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